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Numbers in the News

The London Eye is a giant
Ferris wheel situated on the
banks of the River Thames in
London, England.

Apple numbers
5 million iPhone 5s were sold in the
first weekend on sale.
100, 000,000 iPads have been sold
in two and a half years.

‣The entire structure is 135
metres tall and the wheel has a
diameter of 120 metres.
‣The circumference of the
wheel is 424m (1.392ft) meaning that if it were
unraveled, it would be 1.75
times longer than the UK's
tallest building One Canada
Square.

The new mini iPad is 53% lighter
than the previous versions.
There are 275,000 Apps for iPad.

The Maths Joke
Question:
Why was Ten frightened ?
Answer

‣The London Eye carries 3.5
million customers every year.
You would need 6,680 fully
booked Boeing 747-400 jumbo jets to move that number of fliers!
‣Each of the 32 capsules weighs 10 tonnes. To put that figure into
perspective, it's the same weight as 1,052,631 pound coins!
‣The total weight of the wheel and capsules is 2,100 tonnes - or as much
as 1,272 London black cabs!
‣The height of the London Eye is 135m (equivalent to 64 red telephone
boxes piled on top of each other) making it the fourth tallest structure in
London after the BT Tower, Tower 42 and One Canada Square in Canary
Wharf.
Some Questions about the Eye
1. How many kilograms does a
London Black cab weigh?
2. How tall is a red telephone box in
centimetres?
3. How many people does a Boeing
747-400 jumbo jet hold?
4. Find out how fast the London Eye
rotates at, in kilometres per hour.
Answers at bottom of Page 2
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Because Seven Ate Nine.

BestMaths News
Our first App IGCSE Tester is now
available from the Apple App store.
150 IGCSE (14-16 years) Questions
are available in PDF form with full
solutions at www.bestmaths.net
This issue is supported by:

Number Quiz
1. What is the only even prime number?
2. What is the 5th square number?
3. Give π to 3 significant figures.
4. Write three million in standard form.
5. Half of a half of a half.
Answers at bottom of Page 2

Problem of the Month

Number of

Steps

36

the Month

36 is a square number 62 = 36
36 is the 8th triangular number.

Tom walks up a staircase.
Each time he can either take one
step or two steps.

36 is the sum of the first three cubes
i.e. 1 + 8 + 27 = 36

How many ways are there for Tom
to walk up a ten-step staircase?
Answer in NEXT issue

36 is the largest two digit number
divisible by the product of its digits.

Strange but True
Four equals Five

−20 = −20
16 − 36 = 25 − 45
42 − 9 × 4 = 52 − 9 × 5
42 − 9 × 4 +

81 2
81
= 5 − 9 ×5+
4
4
2
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⎜⎝ 4 − 2 ⎟⎠ = ⎜⎝ 5 − 2 ⎟⎠
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Circles in London% %
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4 = 5 !!!!!!!

Lamp in Prague

Exam Question Challenge % %
%
(Similar to one in the recent IGCSE exam.)
The diagram shows a sector of a circle,
The centre is O and the radius is 5r.
The length of the arc PQ is 4r.
Find the area of the sector in terms of r.
Give answer in its simplest form. % %
%

%

%
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Formula of the Month

4r

The sum of the interior angles of a
polygon.
P

S = (n - 2) × 180o

5r
%

%

O

where n = number of sides of the
polygon.

Send solution to ro@bestmaths.net
Prize for best set-out correct answer.
Answers to Some questions about the Eye
1. 1651 kg
2. 211 cm
3. 523 people

4. 0.9 km/h
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Answers to Number Quiz
1. 2
2. 25
3. 3.14
4. 3.0 x 106

5. 1/8

